Martin Luther Church

Courier June - August 2026

Newsletter of Martin Luther
Church Ottawa

933 Smyth Rd

Ottawa, ON K1G1P5

Ph (613) 733-5804
lutherinfo(AT)gmail.com

www.glco.org



Devotion and review

When Noah enters the ark, the Book of Genesis says quite simply:

“And the LORD shut him in.”
(Genesis 7:16)

A short sentence, and yet it contains so much.

A door closes. Noah looks back on what has been: on familiar life, familiar paths, people, and
places. Before him lies uncertainty. He does not yet know what everything will become. He only
knows: the time before is over. And God himself closes the door behind him.

In these weeks, I often think about this verse. After six years, my time in Ottawa is now coming to
an end. When I came to Canada in the summer of 2020, the world was very different. It was during
the COVID years. At that time, no one knew what lay ahead of us. Would normal life ever return?
Would we once again be able to celebrate together, sing together, and experience community? So
much was uncertain. In the beginning, we sang only outdoors and at a great distance from one
another!

And yet, especially during that time, we experienced how important a congregation truly is. Even
at a distance, people remained connected with one another. We searched for and found new ways
forward. Step by step, life returned — cautiously at first, later more freely and joyfully.



We celebrated baptisms (even in the Ottawa River!)

We celebratet confirmation and communion...
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We celebrated the German Erntedankfest in the garden of the Embassy

We celebrated St. Martin




Weh ad services in our church garden

We have done trips




| am especially grateful for the music that carried us through these years. For choirs, concerts,
shared worship services, and all the moments in which people contributed their voices and
instruments. Music connects people in a special way. It brings comfort, opens hearts, and makes
community tangible. Many beautiful memories of my time here are connected with music.

A great deal has happened personally during these six years as well. When we came to Ottawa,
my children were still in the middle of their school years. Now they have grown up and completed
their schooling. That, too, reminds me how significant and long this shared time has been. What
began as a few years abroad has become an important chapter of life.

Six years are long enough for a congregation to become a kind of home. Long enough for
relationships to grow and memories to be made. And that is why saying goodbye is not easy.

Especially in an international congregation, one feels very clearly that farewells are part of life.
People come and go. Life paths change. During these past six years, we have also laid several
people to their final rest, and the better I came to know them, the more difficult the funerals became
for me as well. Even for a pastor, that is not always easy.



And physical distance makes many things more difficult. Germany and Canada are not exactly
“just around the corner.” You cannot simply visit each other spontaneously or run into one another
by chance. Sometimes that makes a farewell feel more final than we would wish.

And yet, this Bible verse is not only about parting, but also about trust. For it does not simply say:
“The door closed.” It says: “The LORD shut him in.”

God himself accompanies times of transition. God holds on to what has been. And God opens new
paths.

For me, a new chapter is now beginning back in Germany. I leave with deep gratitude for all the
encounters, for the trust, and for so much that we experienced and built together.

And something new is also beginning for the congregation. With Pastor Ross, his wife, and their
family, a new chapter is being opened. New people bring new ideas, new experiences, and new
ways forward. This is how the church has always journeyed through time: people come, people go
— but Christ remains the same yesterday, today, and forever.

Perhaps that is the comforting message in Noah’s story: the closed door is never the end of the
story. After the flood, God opens new paths. New life begins. Hope grows. And so we, too, may
trust that God goes with us, both in the farewell and into what is new. And perhaps one day we will
look back and recognize: God also closed this door behind us in love, so that something new could
grow before us.

Thank you very much for these wonderful six years, and may you remain blessed!

Yours sincerely / Yours,
Pastor Judith Kierschke



PRESIDENTS REPORT
Dear Members of the Congregation,

A wonderful summer lies ahead of us. Hopefully, the memories of the rather unpleasant winter will
soon fade.

We had our usual beautiful Easter celebration. On Good Friday, the pastor had the confirmation
students read the parts from the Bible in which the characters themselves speak, for example Peter,
Pontius Pilate, or Jesus. It was very moving and a new way of involving the confirmation students
personally.

The Easter service was also remarkable. Surprisingly many families with children attended,
probably attracted by the Easter egg hunt indoors and outdoors. The eggs had been painted by
members of the congregation. The large number of children is a hopeful sign for the future.

Fortunately, the snow had melted and there was enough parking space on the church property. Next
year we will make sure that no snow fence is installed, so that all the snow can be pushed into the
garden area and the entire parking lot remains available.

As you have probably all heard by now, our pastor has accepted a position as Superintendent in
Berlin. Congratulations, Judith, on a well-deserved promotion. Your gift for innovation and your
use of new technologies to advance the mission of the church have obviously been recognized and
will certainly be greatly appreciated in your new role.

Our elevator has constantly caused problems and required several expensive service calls. Lutz
Wendorff and Frank Gruska met with the elevator company and finally discovered the cause.
Moisture builds up beneath the elevator shaft, and when the elevator remains on the lowest level
during the week, this moisture apparently enters the mechanism and causes malfunctions.

The solution is simple: during the week, when the elevator is not in use, it should be parked on the
middle or upper level. It should not remain on the lowest level (Calvary Hall). Please keep this in
mind when using the elevator.

The most important event was our Annual General Meeting (AGM), which we held at the end of
April. Unlike previous years, there were no major issues to discuss.

The building currently does not require any major renovations. The heating system has been
inspected and is in good condition for at least the next two years.

Our new treasurer, Jason Kempt, presented a report showing that we just barely broke even last
year. However, we do have sufficient reserves to finance Pastor Kierschke’s return, an obligation
we carry as a congregation. The financial reports were audited and confirmed to be correct and in
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles.

The pastor will be leaving us on July 15, and we will then have one month to renovate the parsonage
before Pastor Ross moves in with his family. Some work will be necessary for this.



Fortunately, the roof was inspected and requires only minor sealing repairs. However, the entire
house must be repainted, the front steps need to be reset, the floors must be sanded and resealed,
the driveway must be repaired and resealed, and the bathtubs and tiles in the bathrooms need to be
reglazed.

This will involve expenses that we are able to cover. However, if any individual project exceeds
$10,000, approval from the congregation will be required. We are currently obtaining estimates for
all the work, and it appears this will not be necessary.

In light of these unplanned expenses, I would like to remind you to continue giving generously.

I wish you all a pleasant summer.

Yours sincerely,
Konrad

Confirmation on 17" of March 2026

Felix Mallet — Ricardo Reynes and Mathilda Merfert



Dear Congregation,

A few more words about my professional future, many of you may already have heard. I have been
elected Superintendent of the Protestant Church District of Berlin South-East. The electoral synod
placed its trust in me in the very first round of voting, a step that has deeply moved me and for
which I am very grateful (here is a photo taken after the election).

You can find information about the church district online at: www.ekbso.de (and from November
onward, you will also be able to see what I will be doing there).

Beginning in August, I will be able to take a three-month study leave, during which I will already
be living in Berlin and preparing for the new position. I will officially begin my service as
Superintendent on November 1.

Perhaps you are wondering what the role of a Superintendent actually involves. At its heart, it
means sharing responsibility with others for the life of the church throughout an entire region. This
includes supporting and accompanying pastors as well as full-time and volunteer church workers.
I will visit congregations, participate in worship services, and help strengthen and connect church
life.

Another important aspect of the role is leadership: preparing decisions and working together with
the governing bodies of the church district to make them. The position also involves representing
the church district publicly, in society, politics, and ecumenical relationships. And not least, it is
about offering spiritual guidance and asking together how the church can remain vibrant today and
in the future.

I am very much looking forward to this new responsibility and to getting to know many people and
congregations. At the same time, I will miss you — the members of this congregation — and
Ottawa very much, because these truly have been six beautiful and blessed years. I take this step
trusting that God accompanies us on all our journeys.

Stay blessed,
Pastor Judith Kierschke


https://www.ekbso.de/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Dates from June — August 2026

From mid-July 2026, Pastor Kierschke will be back in Germany. From mid-August onward, the
new pastoral couple, the Rosses, will be here.

The last two services in July will be led by lay readers, and for the first two Sundays in August,
you are invited to attend another church, as there will be no services at Martin Luther during that

time.

Saturday, 6. June
2pm

Quodlibet Konzert in Martin
Luther Church

Quodlibet Konzert in der Martin
Luther Kirche

Sunday, 7. June

10 am Joint Service with Coffee

10 Uhr gemeinsamer

Gottesdienst mit Kaffee

Tuesday, 9. June

12 Soup and Talk

12 Soup and Talk

Sunday, 14. June

9.30 English Service

11 Deutscher Gottesdienst

Sunday, 21. June

9.30 English Service

11 Deutscher Gottesdienst

Saturday, 27. June

5 pm Summer Evening walk
Mer Bleue Bog, 5063 Ridge
Road, P 22

5 pm Summer evening Mer
Bleue Bog, 5063 Ridge Road, P
22

Sunday, 28. June

9.30 English Service

11 Deutscher Gottesdienst

Sunday, 5. July

9.30 English Service

11 Deutscher Gottesdienst

Sunday, 12. July

10 am Joint Service
Last Service with Pastor

Kierschke and Coffee afterwards

10 am gemeinsamer
Gottesdienst
Letzter Gottesdienst mit Pastorin

Kierschke und Kirchenkaffee

Sunday, 19. July

9.30 Lay Service

11 Lektorengottesdienst

Sunday, 26. July

9.30 Lay Service

11. Lektorengottesdienst

Sunday, 2. August

No Service in Martin Luther

Kein Gottesdienst in Martin
Luther

Sunday, 9.August

No Service in Martin Luther

Kein Gottesdienst in Martin
Luther

Sunday, 16. August

10 am Joint Service
1. Service with Pastors

Ross

10 am Gemeinsamer 1.
Gottesdienst mit Pfarrehepaar

Ross

Sunday, 23. August

9.30 English Service

11 Deutscher Gottesdienst

Sunday, 30. August

9.30 English Service

11 Deutscher Gottesdienst




We are here for vou
Adress of the Church: 933 Smyth Road, Ottawa ON K1G1P5
Phone: (613) 733 5804

www.glco.org

Facebook: Martin Luther Gemeinde Ottawa

MARTIN LUTHER CHURCH OTTAWA
Visit us on: www.glco.org
Please donate online or Via cheque

©Folow |hstagram: michurchottawa

m Facebook: Martin Luther Gemeinde Ottawa

Pastor: Judith Kierschke, (613) 5529587

pastorkierschke(at)gmail.com

Please contact me via phone or email if you wish a talk.


http://www.glco.org/
mailto:pastorkierschke@gmail.com

Church Musician: MaryAnn Foley 613-225-2522 / macfoley(AT)rogers.com

Council President Konrad von Finckenstein, (613) 744-5856 / finckenstein(AT)gmail.com

Co.President: Heidi Rausch, (613) 247-9102 / hrausch(AT)hotmail.ca

Treasurer: Jason Kempt

Other members of the Church Council:

Ute Davis, Carmen and Frank Gruska, Heather Ladouceur,

Carole Moritz, Sheri Pendlebury, Alois Weidemann, Christina und Lutz Wendorff, Barbara Zabel,

Financial and Church secretary: Heather Bent, (613) 248-0600 / heatherbent(AT)bell.net



