
Dear Congregation,

There is Christ. His hands tied tightly. As I look into his face from a distance, I see a mixture of 
suffering and knowledge in his eyes. I am becoming, voluntarily or not, a spectator. I see the red 
garment, another element of ridicule. They make fun of him. A king, what king? From this distance, 
the crown of thorns on his head is not so easy to spot. Over his shoulder on one side you can see 
a whip, the upper arms and the face are bloody. The soldier in a harness with a twisted lip, beefy. 
Is his face cynical? It seems so to me. 

On the other shoulder you can see a raised and outstretched finger. Stretched out like the finger of 
the right hand, which points to Christ. Both belong to a man with a yellow headband and white coat.
There can be little doubt that a doctor is depicted. You may think.. wait a minute: a doctor? There is
no mention of that in the Bible! And certainly you are right.

Jesus, who had healing powers, was sometimes called a doctor. In fact, he himself once said, “ It is
not the healthy who need the doctor, but the sick.“ We can read about that in the Gospel of 
Matthew (chapter 27). Jesus speaks these words when people get upset that he is visiting a tax 
collector who is despised by everyone else. 

Anyone who reads the story of the arrest, the interrogation, the mockery of Jesus comes to the 
conclusion: the man in the white coat must be Pilate. The Roman governor, who alone had the 
right to sentence people to death. He was known for his cruelty, among many other things, but 
never as a doctor. “See the man - Ecce homo” he is said to have said. (John 19) During the 
interrogation, he asks Jesus:  "Are you the king of the Jews?" A lot depends on Jesus’ answer to 
that question. The ruling Jewish upper class had brought Jesus to Pilate so that Jesus would be 
sentenced to death. Jesus' answer says everything and leaves everything open at the same time. 
Jesus replies "You say it." In the Greek original everything now depends on the direction in which 
the accent that belongs above the “You” is inclined. Because the meaning in the letters alone 
varies: "You say that" (in the sense that “I never said that”), or "You say it." (in the sense of 
“Indeed, you say it). So we don’t know.  Pilate, it appears, deemed Jesus to be innocent. But he is 
also afraid for his position. In the end, he lets himself be blackmailed and condemns Jesus to 
death. He does not want to be reported to the caesar as one who does not love the caesar. 

His way of treating the situation is not exactly the treatment one would expect from a doctor. Pilate 
symbolically washes his hands. He doesn't do this because he is afraid of infection, but because he
wants to make it clear: I have nothing to do with the death of this innocent person. He had put 
Jesus and a well-known criminal named Barrabas before the people. They were allowed to 
determine one of the two to be released, according to the custom of the Passover in the city of 
Jerusalem occupied by the Romans. The masses demanded the crucifixion from Jesus and asked 
for the release of the well-known criminal. All this is summarized in the picture called "Ecce Homo". 
It is the last picture painted by the painter Lovis Corinth in 1925. The painter gave the doctor, i.e. 
Pilate, his own face. It is a painting that seems to leave things open. It asks for answers, it raises 
questions.

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, take some time on Good Friday to look with some time at the 
picture. What do you think?  L. Corinth gave Pilate his own face, why would he do that? Why is he 
depicted as a doctor?

Thoughts may go on beyond..



How is it with our own looking away? When do we give up someone? How many times has our 
safety been more important than injustice we clearly notice? We wash our hands so often these 
days, do we sometimes do it like Pilate figuratively? Whenever we say to each other .. "It's not our 
fault if things go wrong ?" 

I wish you a thoughtful Good Friday. 

I am interested in your opinion on this picture. Write to me. 

Sincerely, 

Your Pastor Friedrich Demke


